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A totally erroneous idea of the military resources and
spirit of the Ottoman Government had been formed
from the failure of Djemal's attack upon the Suez
Canal. Not only were individuals victims of this
fallacy, but the Egyptian Government also shared the
prevailing impression. Before the M.E.F. even had
left Egypt? two members of the Civil Service were
instructed to proceed at a moment's notice to
Constantinople upon secret service business. The
patience of the pair was sorely tried.
Until the visit of the M.E.F,, Egypt had been
spared the spy mania which seemed to have infected
so badly every country in Europe. It was, of course,
only a question of time before the contagion spread
to Africa; but during the winter of 1914-15 the
Intelligence Services in Cairo and Ismailia had been
more concerned in watching the movements of the
enemy in Palestine and Sinai than in encouraging
civilians to shadow individuals whose behaviour and
movements appeared to be suspicious. The new-
comers, fresh from home, were bitten terribly with
the malady, and in a seaport of cosmopolitan popula-
tion like Port Said they found virgin and profitable
soil for the fascinating occupation of spy-hunting.
Perfectly respectable householders of the town now
found themselves under suspicion. Either they had
been observed furtively to be destroying papers and
casting the fragments into the sea, or they were
accused of signalling at night-time to some imaginary
vessel hovering in the offing. It is strange, in time of
war, how people, sane at other moments, seem to lose
all sense of proportion once they yield to the belief
that enemy agents surround them. To these enthu-
siasts every innocent incident is charged with sus-
picious meaning. If a light is observed to be burning
in a room facing seaward, watch must be kept lest
the occupant is engaged in unlawful signalling. It is

